
Dear Danny, 
 
 Your friend Zack (Flat Stanley) arrived a few months 
ago.  He was scheduled to stay just a week, but we were 
having so much fun here in Florida that he decided to 
extend his stay.  I know he was due back in Alabama some 
time ago.  I apologize for not letting you know sooner that 
he would be staying here a bit longer. 
 

 The first  day of his arrival Zack came home to my 
house and we were showing him around.  He saw the 
beautiful Egrets that live around my home.  He wanted to 
get up close to a white Egret and take his picture.  The 
White Egret is a lovely bird.  It has thin feathers that 
sometimes look like long hair.  Here is the Egret Zack saw: 

 
 Zack instantly became a bird lover and began to seek 
out other birds near my home.  The next really neat bird he 
was able to get a photo of was a Green Heron.   



Here is the Green Heron’s photo: 

 
 This one was injured because one of our neighbors did 
not cover his pontoon boat before he went away on 
vacation.  This bird got his neck stuck in the door of the 
pontoon boat.  Zack saw that he was in trouble and called 
out to me to come help him rescue the bird.  When we got 
to it, it’s poor neck had quite a cut in it.  We patched it up 
and let it go on a bird preserve until it would be healthy 
enough to fly away on it’s own.  It is very important to 

properly store things in our yards here in Florida.  There is 
so much wildlife that can get into things left carelessly out; 
or not thrown away properly.  We have heard tales of 6 pack 
can holdres getting stuck around some animals necks, 
causing them to choke to death.  Even in Alabama it is 
important not to litter, because what you throw on the 
ground up there, could get into the Tennessee river and 
float all the way down to the Gulf of Mexico or get lodged 
around another animals neck, leg, or wing, and injure that 

animal.  So always throw garbage away in the garbage can. 
 



Zack saw a beautiful owl one evening and took a photo just 
as he was about to fly away.  The photo he got is stunning, I 
think you will agree: 

 
 

You can’t see his wings in the photo because they are 
flapping so hard. 
 
Then Zack saw the creature that many people fear, and 
many people love, can you guess what creature he saw? 



 
If you look closely you will see the animal Zack is taking a 
picture of…. 

 
That is right, it is an Alligator! 



Look at this alligator’s head!  Is it scary to you? 

 
We call this alligator “Wormie” because one day when Zack 
was fishing the Alligator tried to eat Zack’s bobber and got a 

hook in it’s back leg!  With it’s tough skin we do not think it 
hurt the gator at all, but there was a big fat worm on that 
hook and it looked like the worm was stuck to his leg, so we 
called him “wormie”. 
 
 Well next we are going to go try to find a Pink 
Flamingo, so I am sorry to tell you that Zack will not be 
coming back to Alabama any time soon.  He wants to see all 
the species of birds that lve here in Florida, if he saw one 

species a day it could take him YEARS to come back to 
Alabama!  I will feed Zack and keep him warm.  I hope that 
you enjoy his story so far.   
I love you Danny, 
Wish you were here with me and Zack! 
Love, Mommy 
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